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Changes, 1972 


On July 16, 1971, the Honourable Robert 
Welch, Minister of Education, announced 
that as of September 1, 1972, retarded 
children and youth will have the right to 
attend school at the same age as other 
children (ages 5 to 21 years). 


The admissions boards under the 
jurisdiction of divisional school boards 

will evaluate the readiness of each trainable 
mentally handicapped child for schooling 
and will determine the appropriate periods 
of attendance at a school. 


School Year 1971-72 


Any school board that wishes to implement 
the changes prior to September 1972 may 
present an application to this effect 

to the Minister. 


Individual applications to effect the new 
policy in 1971-72 will be favourably 
considered. 


Regulations 


In Ontario Regulation 346/68, Schools for 
Trainable Retarded Children, as amended, 
Section 2 is changed to indicate that the 
divisional board will establish admissions 
criteria for the use of the admissions 
boards. Section 3 is changed to indicate 
that the admissions board will be 
responsible for determining the hours 

and days that a child shall attend school. 


The disability pensions given by the Social 
and Family Services Department to 
retarded individuals eighteen years of age 
or older are not affected by the extension 
of school attendance to age 21. 


Implications 


1. School law governing the basic rights 
of school attendance now apply to all 
school age children and youth, their 
handicapping condition notwithstanding. 


2. Divisional school boards now have the 
responsibility for planning and providing 
individualized programs for trainable 
mentally handicapped pupils which meet 
their educational needs during their 
school-age years. 


3. Divisional school boards have a year 
in which to secure and prepare qualified 
staff and the admissions boards, and plan 
for the development of programs and 
facilities. 


4. Trainable mentally handicapped 
children will be presented to the school at 
the same age as all other children in the 
community. The admissions board will 
evaluate the readiness of each child for 
schooling and will determine his attendance 
period at the school, be it one hour, two 
hours, a half day or a full day. 


5. A divisional school board, through its 
admissions and placement procedures, has 


the right to design the program for the 
child. 


6. Divisional school boards have a year 
in which to plan learning experiences for 
youths between eighteen and twenty-one 
years of age. 


Admissions 


Each divisional school board shall establish 
procedures to govern the placement and 
regular progress reviews of a mentally 
handicapped pupil in a program 
appropriate to his capabilities and current 
needs. 


These procedures must involve parents or 
guardians as an integral part of the process. 


According to The Secondary Schools and 
Boards of Education Act, 1970, Section 
109, Subsection 6, the minimum 
membership of an admissions board 
includes: 

1. the principal of the school, who shall 
be the Chairman; 

2. a legally qualified psychiatrist or other 
legally qualified medical practitioner 
appointed by the board; 

3. asupervisory officer designated by the 
divisional board; and 

4. asupervisory officer designated by the 
separate school board having 
jurisdiction in the municipality in 
which the school is located. 


Criteria for Admissions 


The basic criteria must be the 
developmental needs of the child, with 
supporting educational, medical, 
psychological, and parental reports to guide 
placement decision. 


